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Abstract

The primary objective of this research was to formulate the governing theoretical
model of the implemented religious education curriculum at Farhangian University. This
qualitative study was conducted using the grounded theory method based on the
systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin. The study population included all the main
agents involved in the religious education curriculum at Farhangian University,
comprising student-teachers, faculty members, and heads of educational departments at
Farhangian University in Razavi Khorasan Province. The sample for this study consisted
of 18 student-teachers, 14 faculty members, and 3 heads of educational departments, who
were selected through purposive sampling of key informants. Data were collected via
semi-structured interviews and analyzed through a three-stage process of open, axial, and
selective coding. To ensure validity and reliability, the criteria proposed by Lincoln and
Guba and Rao and Perry were employed. The research results were organized into a
paradigmatic model, which identified a lack of coherence and coordination in the
dimensions of the religious education curriculum at Farhangian University as the core
category, structured around causal conditions, contextual factors (legal structure and
university decisions, peer groups, family, and society), facilitating intervening conditions,
constraining intervening conditions, proposed strategies (approaches to religious
education, designing a strategic plan for the institutionalization of religious education,
utilizing incentive mechanisms, advocating moderation in religious education), and
current consequences (the prevalence of religious knowledge over religious practice
among student-teachers).
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Grounded Theory.
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