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Abstract
The primary objective of this study is to reinterpret Allamah Tabataba’i’s theory
of I‘tibartyat (conventional constructs) in order to reject the notions of natural and
Research Paper cosmic determinism promoted by dominant political systems, and to clarify human

I

will and agency. Within this framework, the foundations and components of political
education are derived based on the theory of I‘tibariyat. To achieve this, the study first
critically examines, through descriptive and conceptual analysis, the influence of

Received: socialist and liberal determinism, offering a critique from an Islamic philosophical

05 January 2024 perspective. It then proceeds to describe and analyze Allamah Tabataba’i’s theory of
03 iﬁv:;ss?g(:)zs I‘tibarTyat as a means of explicating human free will. Subsequently, employing a
g I forward-looking inferential method, the ultimate purpose and anthropological

o8 Ségfe?gsr S00n foundations underlying Allamah’s theory are identified. Finally, the core principles

Published:

and components of political education are logically deduced from these foundations.

27 September 2025 The findings indicate that both socialist and liberal political systems, grounded in

P.P: 65-93 humanistic assumptions, emphasize natural and cosmic determinism and impose
T systemic determinism upon human beings. In contrast, Allamah Tabataba’i’s theory

of I‘tibariyat provides an analytical account of the human soul and its mode of

ISSN: 2251-6972 agency, effectively dismantling the illusion of cosmic determinism. According to this

E- ISSN: 2645-5196

view, a person who imagines themselves as determined has ceased to think
independently; instead, they perceive only a single thought before them. Yet it is
precisely this act of thinking, freely chosen by the individual, that actualizes action
and initiates movement. In Allamah’s perspective, the ultimate political goal is
tawhid-centered (monotheistic unity). The principle of free will functions as a pivotal
concept, intricately interwoven with foundational beliefs, educational principles, and
structural components, much like a spirit breathed into a body.
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